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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a sensor for detecting the 
amount of remaining ink in an ink cartridge used in an ink-jet recording 
apparatus which can correctly detect the amount even when a 
sponge-like ink-absorbing body is set inside the ink cartridge. 
SOLUTION: The sensor includes a diaphragm bonded to a 
piezoelectric element. A predetermined distance is secured between 
the diaphragm and an ink-absorbing body 2 to prevent the diaphragm 
from coming in touch with the ink-absorbing body 2 set inside an ink 
cartridge and impregnated with ink even when the diaphragm comes 
in touch with the ink in the cartridge. In this state, a sensor element 3 
is held at the ink cartridge. 
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JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the 
original precisely. 

2 **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim l] ** to which said diaphragm contacts the ink inside an ink cartridge including the 
diaphragm which joined the piezoelectric device, The sensor component held at the 
above-mentioned ink cartridge where predetermined spacing is secured between said ink 
absorbers so that said diaphragm may not touch to the ink absorber which sinks in the ink 
installed in the interior of an ink cartridge, The amplifier which is connected to the 
electrode of said piezoelectric device in order to vibrate said sensor component, and excites 
with the proper resonance frequency of said diaphragm, The ink residue detection sensor 
equipped with the wave detector which detects the electrical signal outputted from this 
amplifier, and the comparator which outputs the signal which tells the existence of ink for 
the electrical signal from this wave detector as compared with a reference signal. 
[Claim 2] Amplifier is an ink residue detection sensor according to claim 1 characterized by 
including the filter which chooses or eliminates the electrical signal of a specific frequency 
higher than audio frequency. 

[Claim 3] A diaphragm is an ink residue detection sensor according to claim 1 
characterized by installing in the lower part side face or base of an ink cartridge. 
[Claim 4] A diaphragm is an ink residue detection sensor according to claim 1 
characterized by constituting so that opening which consisted of a metal plate and was 
prepared in the ink cartridge may be plugged up, it may be attached in the skin of the ink 
cartridge concerned and predetermined spacing at which ink is not held with the surface 
tension of ink between ink absorbers may be secured. 

[Claim 5] A diaphragm is the ink residue detection sensor according to claim 1 constituted 
so that predetermined spacing might be secured between ink absorbers to the diaphragm 
concerned by the projection which consisted of a metal plate and was prepared in the 
interior of an ink cartridge. 

[Claim 6] The ink residue detection sensor according to claim 1 characterized by preparing 
an insulator layer in the front face corresponding to the interior of the ink cartridge of a 
diaphragm. 

[Claim 7] The ink residue detection sensor according to claim 1 characterized by preparing 
the water-repellent protective coat which consists of a monomolecular film on the surface 
of an insulator layer. 

[Claim 8] It has the diaphragm which joined the piezoelectric device, and the holder of the 
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shape of a cylinder like object with base attached in opening which supported this 
diaphragm inside and was prepared in the ink cartridge. The interior of an ink cartridge 
and a hole open for free passage are prepared in the periphery enclosure of the holder in 
the interior of an ink cartridge. ** to which said diaphragm contacts the ink inside an ink 
cartridge, the ink residue detection sensor constituted so that said diaphragm might not 
touch to the ink absorber inside an ink cartridge and predetermined spacing might be 
secured between said ink absorbers. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the ink residue detection sensor which 
detects the ink residue inside an ink cartridge, especially the ink cartridge used for an ink 
jet recording apparatus. 



[Description of the Prior Art] It has one or more ink jet heads, and the printer which flies 
an ink droplet to the record medium of paper and others, and makes a graphic form, an 
alphabetic character, etc. is in the limelight recently. This printer needs to form an ink 
residue detection sensor in order to use an exchangeable ink cartridge generally, and to 
detect and display the ink residue inside an ink cartridge. What is indicated by 
JP,3"55313,B as an example of the conventional ink residue detection sensor is known. 
This sensor has two probes made from stainless steel arranged so that it may be dipped in 
the ink inside an ink cartridge, and detects the ink residue inside a cartridge by 
impressing an electrical potential difference between this probe, and carrying out the 
monitor of the resistance of ink. 



[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, with the above-mentioned 
conventional configuration, since the slight ink absorbed by the ink absorber forms the 
electric flow way between the formed probes even if the residue of ink decreases the ink 
cartridge of a method which formed the sponge-like ink absorber in the interior of an ink 
cartridge in adoption, an ink residue is correctly undetectable. Moreover, in order to 
impress an electrical potential difference to ink through a probe, there was a problem that 
ink deteriorated by electrolysis of the ink quality of the material. 



[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to solve this technical problem, the ink residue 
detection sensor of this invention ** to which said diaphragm contacts the ink inside an ink 
cartridge including the diaphragm which joined the piezoelectric device, The sensor 
component held at the above-mentioned ink cartridge where predetermined spacing is 
secured between said ink absorbers so that said diaphragm may not touch to the ink 
absorber which sinks in the ink installed in the interior of an ink cartridge, The amplifier 



[0002] 



[0003] 



[0004] 
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which is connected to the electrode of said piezoelectric device in order to vibrate said 
diaphragm, and excites with the proper resonance frequency of said diaphragm, It has the 
wave detector which detects the electrical signal outputted from this amplifier, and the 
comparator which outputs the signal which tells the existence of ink for the electrical 
signal from this wave detector as compared with a reference signal. It becomes possible 
[ the ink cartridge of a method which formed the sponge-like ink absorber in the interior of 
an ink cartridge by this configuration ] to detect an ink residue correctly. 
[0005] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Invention of this invention according to claim 1 contains 
the diaphragm which joined the piezoelectric device. ** to which said diaphragm contacts 
the ink inside an ink cartridge, The sensor component held at the above-mentioned ink 
cartridge where predetermined spacing is secured between said ink absorbers so that said 
diaphragm may not touch to the ink absorber which sinks in the ink installed in the 
interior of an ink cartridge, The amplifier which is connected to the electrode of said 
piezoelectric device in order to vibrate said sensor component, and excites with the proper 
resonance frequency of said diaphragm, It has the wave detector which detects the 
electrical signal outputted from this amplifier, and the comparator which outputs the 
signal which tells the existence of ink for the electrical signal from this wave detector as 
compared with a reference signal. By this configuration It has an operation that the ink 
cartridge of a method which formed the sponge-like ink absorber in the interior of an ink 
cartridge can also detect an ink residue correctly. 

[0006] Invention according to claim 2 has an operation that the existence of an ink residue 
is detectable as an electrical signal, by setting to invention according to claim 1, and 
exciting a sensor component with the resonance frequency of the diaphragm of a sensor 
component, only when it is a configuration containing the filter with which amplifier 
chooses or eliminates the electrical signal of a specific frequency higher than audio 
frequency and the sensor component is exposed from a liquid ink side. 

[0007] In invention according to claim 1, invention according to claim 3 is the configuration 
of having installed the diaphragm in the lower part side face or base of an ink cartridge, 
and has an operation that constraint can install in the location in which a sensor 
component is installed according to the description that thickness is [ a sensor component ] 
thin and it is small at an angle of arbitration few. 

[0008] As for invention according to claim 4, a diaphragm consists of a metal plate in 
invention according to claim 1. It is attached in the skin of the ink cartridge concerned so 
that opening prepared in the ink cartridge may be plugged up. And it constitutes so that 
predetermined spacing at which ink is not held with the surface tension of ink between ink 
absorbers may be secured. When sufficient reinforcement can be secured with a metal 
plate and it has an ink absorber inside an ink cartridge, without a piezoelectric device 
always touching ink, it has an operation that the residue of ink is correctly detectable. 
[0009] In invention according to claim 1, by a diaphragm's consisting of a metal plate and 
considering as the structure which prepared the projection in the interior of an ink 
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cartridge, invention according to claim 5 becomes possible [ securing predetermined 
spacing between an ink absorber and a sensor component ], and when it has an ink 
absorber inside an ink cartridge, it has an operation that the residue of ink is correctly 
detectable. 

[0010] In invention according to claim 1, it is the configuration of having prepared the 
insulator layer in the front face corresponding to the interior of the ink cartridge of a 
diaphragm, invention according to claim 6 is effective when ink will deteriorate, if a direct 
metal touches ink when a metal ion is included in the component of ink, and it has an 
operation that an ink residue is detectable, without impressing an electrical potential 
difference to ink. 

[0011] In invention according to claim 6, invention according to claim 7 is the configuration 
of having prepared the water-repellent protective coat which consists of a monomolecular 
film on the surface of an insulator layer, and has an operation that it is possible to be able 
to protect so that a surface of metal may not touch ink directly with a monomolecular film, 
and to raise the water repellence of the ink of a sensor component front face. 
[0012] Invention according to claim 8 is equipped with the diaphragm which joined the 
piezoelectric device, and the holder of the shape of a cylinder like object with base attached 
in opening which supported this diaphragm inside and was prepared in the ink cartridge. 
The interior of an ink cartridge and a hole open for free passage are prepared in the 
periphery enclosure of the holder in the interior of an ink cartridge. They are ** to which 
said diaphragm contacts the ink inside an ink cartridge, and the configuration of having 
secured predetermined spacing between said ink absorbers so that said diaphragm might 
not touch to the ink absorber inside an ink cartridge. A sensor component can be easily 
attached only by attaching a holder in opening of an ink cartridge, and it has an operation 
that sufficient distance of an ink absorber and a sensor component front face is securable. 
[0013] (Gestalt 1 of operation) The gestalt of operation of the 1st of this invention is 
explained below, referring to drawing 1 and drawing 2 . The ink absorber which prepared 1 
in the ink cartridge case and prepared 2 in the ink cartridge case 1 in drawing 1 , Two or 
more projections allotted around the sensor component in the shape of a ring in order that 
the sensor component with which 3 joined the piezoelectric device to one side of a 
diaphragm, and 4 might secure spacing sufficient between the ink absorber 2 and the 
sensor component 3, 5 is opening prepared in the ink cartridge case 1, and the sensor 
component 3 is installed in the opening 5 prepared in the ink cartridge case 1. Here, it 
cannot be overemphasized that the sensor component 3 is installed in opening 5 so that a 
diaphragm side may turn to the interior of an ink cartridge. 

[0014] When the oil level of ink is above the location of the sensor component 3, ink touches 
the front face of the sensor component 3, and the proper resonance frequency of the sensor 
component 3 becomes low compared with the time of ink not touching. On the other hand, 
if the ink residue inside an ink cartridge decreases, ink wiU stop contacting the front face 
of the sensor component 3, and the proper resonance frequency of the sensor component 3 
will become high. If the ink absorber 2 touches the sensor component 3 at this time, change 
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of proper resonance frequency will become small and detection will become difficult. 
Moreover, if the distance of the ink absorber 2 and the sensor component 3 is approaching, 
it will become difficult for ink to be held between the ink absorber 2 and the sensor 
component 3, and to detect the oiHevel fall of ink with surface tension, but when projection 
4 presses the ink absorber 2, sufficient spacing is secured between the ink absorber 2 and 
the sensor component 3. 

[0015] Drawing 2 is a block diagram explaining the electrical circuit section of the gestalt 
of the 1st operation. The amplifier which is connected to the electrode 7 of a piezoelectric 
device 6 in order that 10 may vibrate the sensor component 3 held at the ink cartridge in 
drawing 2 , and excites with the proper resonance frequency of said sensor component 3, 
the wave detector which detects the electrical signal with which 1 1 is outputted from this 
amplifier 10, and 12 are comparators which output the signal which is equivalent to an ink 
residue in the electrical signal from this wave detector 11 as compared with a reference 
signal. Here, the above-mentioned sensor component 3 joins a piezoelectric device 6 to one 
side of the diaphragm 9 which consists of a metal plate, and forms Electrodes 7a and 7b in 
the piezoelectric device 6. An amplifier 10 has connected to the above-mentioned electrode 
7a the output of the operational amplifier 23 which grounded the non inversed input 
terminal while it connects with an inversed input terminal through resistance 21 from the 
output of this band pass filter 13 and it connects resistance 22 with the band pass filter 13 
linked to the above-mentioned electrode 7b between an inversed input terminal and an 
output terminal. Including the diode 25 which connected the output of the 
above-mentioned amplifier 10 through the capacitor 24, a wave detector 11 grounds a 
cathode through a capacitor 27 while grounding the anode of this diode 25 through 
resistance 26. A comparator 12 consists of an operational amplifier 28 which connected the 
output of the above-mentioned wave detector 11 to the inversed input terminal, and it is 
constituted so that reference voltage may be impressed to the non-inversed input terminal 
of the above-mentioned operational amplifier 28. 

[0016] The sensor component 3 vibrates by the principle of the so-called self-oscillation of a 
piezo- electric buzzer with an amplifier 10, and the oscillation frequency turns into proper 
resonance frequency of the sensor component 3. Generally proper resonance frequency is 
proportional to the thickness of a diaphragm in inverse proportion to the size of a 
diaphragm. Since the sensibility of detection of the oil level of ink will worsen if thickness 
is too thick, a thing thin as much as possible is desirable. 

[0017] When the oscillator circuit which consists of a sensor component 3 and amplifier 10 
is oscillating, the AC signal of an oscillation is changed into direct current voltage by the 
wave detector 11, and the output voltage of a wave detector 11 increases with it. The level 
judging of this direct current voltage can be carried out by the comparator 12, and the 
existence of ink can be outputted as an electrical signal. A non-inversed input terminal is 
grounded, and the above-mentioned band pass filter 13 consists of operational amplifiers 
29 to which the parallel circuit of resistance 31 and a capacitor 30 was connected between 
the inversed input terminal and the output terminal, and has connected the 
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above-mentioned electrode 7b to the inversed input terminal of the above-mentioned 
operational amplifier 29 through the series circuit of a capacitor 33 and resistance 32. This 
band pass filter 13 chooses the electrical signal of a specific frequency higher than audio 
frequency, and shows the band property of this filter to drawing 3 . As shown in drawing 3 , 
when proper resonance frequency of the sensor component 3 in the condition that there is 
no ink is set to £2, the band frequency of f2 and a band pass filter is in agreement, and 
amplifier 10 has sufficient gain to vibrate the sensor component 3 in this frequency. 
However, in the condition that ink is in contact with the front face of the sensor component 
3, the proper resonance frequency of the sensor component 3 falls to fl. Since fl and the 
band frequency of a band pass filter are not in agreement, amplifier 10 does not have 
sufficient gain in this frequency, and the sensor component 3 does not vibrate. Therefore, 
since an AC signal is not produced in the output terminal of amplifier 10, the output 
voltage of a wave detector 11 becomes low, and the output of a comparator 12 becomes high. 
[0018] In addition, although this example explained what chooses the electrical signal of 
the specific frequency higher than audio frequency as a band property of a band pass filter 
13, the approach of eliminating the electrical signal of a specific frequency higher 
otherwise than audio frequency is also possible. The electrical circuit block diagram in this 
case is shown in drawing 4 . The amplifier which is connected to the electrode 7 of a 
piezoelectric device 6 in order that 10 may vibrate the sensor component 3 held at the ink 
cartridge in drawing 4 , and excites with the proper resonance frequency of said sensor 
component 3, the wave detector which detects the electrical signal with which 11 is 
outputted from this amplifier 10, and 12 are comparators which output the signal which is 
equivalent to an ink residue in the electrical signal from this wave detector 11 as compared 
with a reference signal. Here, the above-mentioned sensor component 3 joins a 
piezoelectric device 6 to one side of the diaphragm 9 which consists of a metal plate, and 
forms Electrodes 7a and 7b in the piezoelectric device 6. The amplifier 10 grounded the 
inversed input terminal through resistance 44 while it connected with the non-inversed 
input terminal through resistance 42 from the output of the band pass filter 13 linked to 
the above-mentioned electrode 7b, and this band pass filter 13 and it connected resistance 
43 between the non-inversed input terminal and the earth terminal, it connected the 
resistor 45 between the output terminal and the non-inversed input terminal, and has 
connected the output of this operational amplifier 23 to the above-mentioned electrode 7a. 
Including the diode 25 which connected the output of the above-mentioned amplifier 10 
through the capacitor 24, a wave detector 11 grounds a cathode through a capacitor 27 
while grounding the anode of this diode 25 through resistance 26. A comparator 12 consists 
of an operational amplifier 28 which connected the output of the above-mentioned wave 
detector 11 to the inversed input terminal, and it is constituted so that reference voltage 
may be impressed to the non-inversed input terminal of the above-mentioned operational 
amplifier 28. 

[0019] The sensor component 3 vibrates by the principle of the so-called self- oscillation of a 
piezo-electric buzzer with an amplifier 10, and the oscillation frequency turns into proper 
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resonance frequency of the sensor component 3. Generally proper resonance frequency is 
proportional to the thickness of a diaphragm in inverse proportion to the size of a 
diaphragm. Since the sensibility of detection of the oil level of ink will worsen if thickness 
is too thick, a thing thin as much as possible is desirable. 

[0020] When the oscillator circuit which consists of a sensor component 3 and amplifier 10 
is oscillating, the AC signal of an oscillation is changed into direct current voltage by the 
wave detector 11, and the output voltage of a wave detector 11 increases with it. The level 
judging of this direct current voltage can be carried out by the comparator 12, and the 
existence of ink can be outputted as an electrical signal. An inversed input terminal is 
connected to an output terminal, the high-pass filter which consists of capacitors 34 and 35 
and resistance 36 between electrode 7b of a sensor component and a non-inversed input 
terminal, and the low pass filter which consists of resistance 37 and 38 and a capacitor 39 
are inserted, and the above-mentioned band pass filter 13 divides between an output 
terminal and an earth terminal by resistance 40 and 41, and has the composition of having 
connected this division electrical potential difference to the end of resistance 36 and a 
capacitor 39. This band pass filter 13 eliminates the electrical signal of a specific frequency 
higher than audio frequency, and shows the band property of this filter to drawing 5 . As 
shown in drawing 5 , when proper resonance frequency of the sensor component 3 in the 
condition that there is no ink is set to f2, since sufficient gain is acquired in the frequency 
of £2, amplifier 10 has sufficient gain to vibrate the sensor component 3 in this frequency. 
However, in the condition that ink is in contact with the front face of the sensor component 
3, the proper resonance frequency of the sensor component 3 falls to fl. Since fl and the 
exclusion band frequency of a band pass filter are in agreement, amplifier 10 does not have 
sufficient gain in this frequency, and the sensor component 3 does not vibrate. Therefore, 
since an AC signal is not produced in the output terminal of amplifier 10, the output 
voltage of a wave detector 11 becomes low, and the output of a comparator 12 becomes high. 
[0021] (Gestalt 2 of operation) Drawing 6 is the sectional view showing the ink residue 
detection sensor in the gestalt of operation of the 2nd of this invention. In drawing 6 , the 
sensor component 3 is installed so that the opening 5 prepared in the base of the ink 
cartridge case 1 may be plugged up, and it has secured sufficient spacing so that the ink 
absorber 2 may not touch the diaphragm of the sensor component 3 by the projection 4 of 
two or more prepared around the sensor component. Here, the projection 4 is beforehand 
formed in the ink cartridge case 1 by coincidence shaping, as shown in drawing 7 , and it is 
used as the electrode -holder section of the sensor component 3. Therefore, spacing of the 
ink absorber 2 and the sensor component 3 is securable similarly. 

[0022] Thus, in this example, it is installed so that the front face of the sensor component 3 
may not become a hollow to the internal surface of an ink cartridge, and it has the 
composition that the distance of the ink absorber 2 and the sensor component 3 is secured 
by projection 4. 

[0023] (Gestalt 3 of operation) Drawing 8 is the sectional view of the ink residue detection 
sensor in the gestalt of operation of the 3rd of this invention. In drawing 8 , the skin of the 
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case 1 concerned is equipped with the sensor component 3 so that the opening 5 prepared 
in the lower part side face of the ink cartridge case 1 may be plugged up. Here, the ink 
absorber 2 in an ink cartridge is constituted so that putting in and expanding in a 
network-like bag may be suppressed so that it may not enter in opening 5, spacing between 
the diaphragm of the sensor component 3 and the ink absorber 2 may be secured and ink 
may not be held in opening 5 with the surface tension of ink. 

[0024] (Gestalt 4 of operation) Drawing 9 is the sectional view showing the sensor 
component used for the ink residue detection sensor in the gestalt of operation of the 4th of 
this invention. In drawing 9 , 8 is the insulator layer installed in the front face of the 
diaphragm 9 of the sensor component 3, and is formed of hoe low processing, adhesion of 
the resin version, spreading of a coating agent, etc. The potential difference is not produced 
between the metal ions which the surface of metal of ink and a diaphragm 9 does not 
contact directly by this insulator layer 8, and are contained in ink. 

[0025] In addition, the water-repellent protective coat which consists of a well-known 
monomolecular film as shown in JP,5*36324,A on the surface of an insulator layer may be 
prepared, and water repellence may be raised. 

[0026] (Gestalt 5 of operation) Drawing 10 is the sectional view of the sensor unit used for 
the ink residue detection sensor in the gestalt of operation of the 5th of this invention. In 
drawing 10 , 14 is the holder of the shape of a cylinder like object with base attached in 
opening which supported the sensor component 3 which joined the piezoelectric device to 
the diaphragm inside, and was prepared in the ink cartridge, and forms the interior of an 
ink cartridge, and the hole 15 open for free passage in the periphery enclosure of the holder 
14 in the interior of an ink cartridge. By equipping opening prepared in the ink cartridge 
case, this holder 14 can secure sufficient spacing between said ink absorbers so that said 
diaphragm may not touch to the ink absorber inside ** to which said diaphragm contacts 
the ink inside an ink cartridge, and an ink cartridge. 

[0027] (Gestalt 6 of operation) Drawing 11 is the block diagram showing other operation 
gestalten of the electrical circuit section of the ink residue detection sensor of this 
invention. The amplifier which is connected to the electrode 7 of a piezoelectric device 6 in 
order that 10 may vibrate the sensor component 3 held at the ink cartridge in drawing 1 1 , 
and excites with the proper resonance frequency of said sensor component 3, the wave 
detector which detects the electrical signal with which 11 is outputted from this amplifier 
10, and 12 are comparators which output the signal which is equivalent to an ink residue 
in the electrical signal from this wave detector 11 as compared with a reference signal. The 
above-mentioned sensor component 3 joins a piezoelectric device 6 to one side of the 
diaphragm 9 which consists of a metal plate, and forms an electrode 7 in the piezoelectric 
device 6 here. It differs from the configuration of drawing 2 which explained this example 
with the gestalt 1 of operation in that the electrode of a piezoelectric device had separated 
to two, 7a and 7b. 

[0028] Amplifier 10 has connected to the above-mentioned electrode 7 the output of the 
operational amplifier 23 which grounded the non-inversed input terminal while it connects 
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with an inversed input terminal through resistance 21 from the output of this band pass 
filter 13 and it connects resistance 22 with a band pass filter 13 between an inversed input 
terminal and an output terminal from the potential of the diaphragm 9 which consists of 
an electrode by the side of the field stuck on the diaphragm 9 of a piezoelectric device 6, i.e., 
a metal plate. Including the diode 25 which connected the output of the above-mentioned 
amplifier 10 through the capacitor 24, a wave detector 11 grounds a cathode through a 
capacitor 27 while grounding the anode of this diode 25 through resistance 26. A 
comparator 12 consists of an operational amplifier 28 which connected the output of the 
above-mentioned wave detector 11 to the inversed input terminal, and it is constituted so 
that reference voltage may be impressed to the non-inversed input terminal of the 
above-mentioned operational amplifier 28. 
[0029] 

[Effect of the Invention] As mentioned above, since this invention arranged the sensor 
component which joined the piezoelectric device to the diaphragm to opening of an ink 
cartridge, the ink cartridge of a method which formed the sponge-like ink absorber in the 
interior of an ink cartridge can also detect an ink residue correctly. Moreover, it makes it 
possible to detect an ink residue, without impressing an electrical potential difference to 
ink. Moreover, even when a metal ion is included in an ink ingredient, it can respond to the 
interior of an ink cartridge so that the front face of a metal diaphragm may not contact 
directly, and ink does not deteriorate [ the potential difference ] between ink and a metal 
according to an ionization tendency. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing l] The sectional view of an ink cartridge showing the ink residue detection 
sensor of the gestalt of operation of the 1st of this invention 

[Drawing 2] The block diagram explaining the electrical circuit section of this sensor 

[Drawing 3] The filter band property Fig. of the filter section of this sensor 

[Drawing 4] The block diagram explaining other examples of the electrical circuit section of 

the ink residue detection sensor of the gestalt of operation of the 1st of this invention 

[Drawing 51 The filter band property Fig. of the filter section of this sensor 

[Drawing 6] The sectional view of an ink cartridge showing the ink residue detection 

sensor of the gestalt of operation of the 2nd of this invention 

[Drawing 71 The top view showing the projection part of this sensor 

[Drawing 8] The sectional view of an ink cartridge showing the ink residue detection 

sensor of the gestalt of operation of the 3rd of this invention 

[Drawing 9] The sectional view of a sensor component showing the ink residue detection 
sensor of the gestalt of operation of the 4th of this invention 

[Drawing 10] The sectional view of a sensor unit showing the ink residue detection sensor 
of the gestalt of operation of the 5th of this invention 
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[Drawing ll] The block diagram explaining other operation gestalten of the electrical 
circuit section of the ink residue detection sensor of the gestalt of operation of the 1st of 
this invention 
[Description of Notations] 

1 Ink Cartridge Case 

2 Ink Absorber 

3 Sensor Component 

4 Projection 

5 Opening 

6 Piezoelectric Device 
7a, 7b Electrode 

8 Insulator Layer 

9 Diaphragm 

10 Amplifier 

1 1 Wave Detector 

12 Comparator 

13 Band Pass Filter 

14 Cylinder-Like-Object-with-Base-like Holder 

21, 22, 26, 31, 32, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 Resistor 

23, 28, 29 Operational amplifier 

24, 27, 30, 33, 34, 35, 39 Capacitor 
25 Diode 
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[Bt**4] «tb*«t*«*E36»fe*0, -f>*# — b 20 

m&m i e*^ > t mm&to± 
[»*«6i jg»fi^>r>^*— h y y^rteptc^jt 30 

©«aiR*rK W^b r ^ ^r^m <t *T 1 E«£?M V 

I BMW 8] flE«**-***LfcMWEi:. 
g^Ml^U^^^- b y ^UiRttfcBBnffll;: 

ixrt»*it»^«>*L*H:tf\ «rES»4R# b 40 

ft 1^ J: 5 ^ftjE^ > * t KEr3£©Pfll« **# 

[000 1] 

* 



[0 0 0 2] 

y ^^tt— »nst»pnie4-f v^*- f y 

3 - 5 5 3 1 3-§-^^(^^^^tlTl/^t>^^^ttT 
[0 0 0 3] 

# \z K v ^ * *Lfc to-f^tt-f v ^ «■ bn/: ^ d 

-< > ^ ^^gf z>k^o Poijaa* *> o 

[0 0 0 4] 

«>lcil(iEBE«*-?-<o«*lc««*ix, ttlE^ilj^^S^ 

9 mm*w>&-t z> r k ft-*im.ktj:z> Q 

[0 0 0 5] 

iR^lc^ L-c«iE«tt«*s»i-5 r t a$*^ J: 5 1-S9E 

>^*^*«»$^s^ft»-«rEEE«*^«ai(c«a 
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h<ox'h<o. :^WUot, -r h y yVfo 

[0 0 0 6] 2 fdlES&O^ 1 K<8<0 

[0 0 0 7] W** 3 KIBtt^JSIJiW:, 1 f£®^> 

ft < /hS-rfc 5 t ^ 5 J: 9 -fe v^^^-^^S-T S 
»Bf J-*J3K)3& S ^* < > *fctt«OAflE-e»H-rs w ^ ^ 20 

[0 0 0 8] nf*3*4^IE*C03BWtt, w*«iia*^ 

y yi?^KJt^:Mna**CJ: 5«wSK>f h y 

t*f*s«Bt»ts: t ft < &mm^ X 9 +»ft*KSr 

[0 0 0 9] 5 fcffi*tf>36W W:, |fi*3g i tetto 

RUfciai^T, 9ft f^*;*?— b 

kt^mt**), Y y *v^«Stc^>*KiR 

[0010] fS#gi 6 lw|E*(D«^ti, if 1 iEiK<a 

[00 11] »#*7l::IE«i©*3l!tt* fi^3g6IE®cr) 



[0012] m** s »cE«©*wtt, 

y^^icisttfi^n^ti^^^bixsWJSfii^to^yu^ 
t^TL. << ^?*>— y y ^rtawstta*/^©* 

iesi«^>^ - h y ys^rt»o>f 
[ooi3] mm<Dtem 1 ) »t**w©» i 

h y 5/^>r— ^n*5»cis:Jt^^^®iR*. 3*itstbt5 

jRff 2 £ -fe >*y-^-^ 3 1 ©ni»c+»ftiBi««:a«-f sfc 
**>i^*^ffl5atcy >^tt^iEUfett»o^jB. 5ii 

3 tt-f^^^— h y y^*— * 1 KKttfcKln 
Sffi^W i/^^-hy^ v?rt»*iRj < X o icm p 5 \c 

[0014] >^ O^Sffi^-fe is-V-m* 3 Olft® J: «9 t 

3<o*ffi«c^>'^dsSEttU*<*?), -fe>1f*^3<oH 

-fe>^*^3^gEKds»iftb-Ct^Si:, *ffi»*lw«J:-3 
T>f >^ 5&W >^ p^itx^ 2 <t ir 3 i: <Dffi\z1%& 

^fi4 36W>^KHX»2$rJfEE*rsr k\zX^0^> 

* a»jR* 2it >-y-*^ 3 i omKaxdftnHi^ik« 

[0015] B2(4»l o jM6(D®tt<D««@fc»£tt 
P^t^^o y ^0tfe5 o 1I2^C*5V^T, 1 0li^>^ 

^7— h y yi^tC«fiF$iXfc'fe>'**^3*fi»S-&S^. 

«>l:ffi«*f6 0«a7i:ftasn, StriS-fe^f-*^ 3 
»l 0d*bU*$lx<&*ftfflr*4r*mi-**K*. 12 
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2 6^LTW5^i:^V- K^^>r>f 2 7 10 

9 4 9 , -hlE^Htf <H3I 2 8 ^^gA^i^^CSif 
J£j&SEMD$;h,5 J: 3 fc*j*SixT^5. 
10 0 16] 3 tt*t«»l 0l:J;oTPW 

RtttytSE^ 3 ©WJWiftRi: 45. B*F**H 
[0 0 1 7] -fe^iJ-S^y-3 £*INUgl 0-e«j«S*L555 

r>r >^ ott!:t«ftt^ Lrai^i-5 r i #-c# 

^3 0 fcOSfcW|g*3&s«KSJx*:a[JHt*»2 9 J: 19 
«^^ttT*5«9s = 3 3 bt&Wi 3 2 <0\£&\EV& 

LT J:K«3»*i»B 2 9 <DK<EA*SB^lw _LK«« 30 
7bSr»SELTV^. :^K^7^/^13I^ 
KMKKJ: 9 W^*»B**©»M§**:»«-*-51>© 
-e*>0. r<D7>f^^O»«4*tt4:BI3tc^-r o IH3H 

JgMlffi&Sr f 2 b1rZ>b. f 2t'OV'<x7'(A'*<0 
ft tr*5 9, UMi o«rcojiifi»iw 
*5i^-C-fe 3 fcMfcS*5fc+#4^>f S'*:*-*- 

6o Ul4^b, -0^j5S*>"9-*^3^«d5(-»U 

I*— ftL4l^«)ie*S*l 0ttroJBjKj».«C*5t^T+» 
4^ V^^<-fe^^*^3l^»L4v\ £oT*i*I 

[0018] K'<* 7 1 3<D^ 

£SK^5fcOfcot*TBt93L*:a^ fftlcpTWUSttSfcJ: 
5c r©»*0«ftlHlK^o : y^|gSrEl4lC^ 0 04 so 



icio^T. 1 0 — Ml y is [zlfcW Sinter 

3 $i*5fcfclwEE«*-?- 6 (OMM 7 KgHBE 
l)(j|E*>**^3©B**lg««*"CaigSrfi : 5 

JMHB. i i tt:©«SSi o^bttl**ix5««Hf# 

«rtttBi-5*«», 1 2li:o«8Sl 1 

# * 4: Jt» l^t > * sfticfi a r 5« #«: as* 

■T5W:R»"Cte5. ::t% ±IE-fe>i^^^3li#mffi 
Jt 9 45 SBC 9 ©friECEW* 6 *r»* L, *(DEE 

1 0{^±IEmH7 bMSaJELfc'^ K/<^7-f 1 3 
^•B^»a4 3*»«+5i:4:4>lwKlBAA«-?-*r»«L 

a»4 5ts«u r^at»*i«»2 3<Dm*s:±E« 

S7ai:ft«U^, SliSSS 1 1 1* JiGUHHS l 0 <D 
m^3*:^^ J f>*2 4 ^LTgtLfc^t^ K2 5 

LT«*-T5 4:*Jw*y- K^^>x>1^2 7^Lt 
»JfeL*:fc*rCfc5o jttt»l 2tt±IE*«»l 1 CQtB 
**KlisA*JW^J-«3ttU^:»llL««S2 8 J: «9 4 9 . 

_bi5Si»ii*isg 2 s (D^mm^^^mmm&^mu 

[0 0 19] 3 fitful OlCiotPb^) 

5EE«^-OgB««OJJRSTS»U, ^C9iittjJl?£ 
Sttt^t*^ 3 ©Bir#S»aS*^ 45, BW£rXM 

S*s*< 45fc*RT«B4l»9»v^ tisg* Lv\ 

[0 0 2 0] ir 3 £ifffi«§l 0-C«fiR$ix5* 

Sls]B3ftS*fiUTt^5*B-frtt«jS»l 1 \z£^X$£M<D 
£*«#^««flEfcfc*S*L, «jS«il l^Hi^mEE 
(itg*D-r5 c roffi^SKSrtbRSl 2ti/^JfL 

t>t*^W7bi:*R6A^« 
=^b<om\^ % ^7 : ^3A i 3 5 i:«St3 6^fe45^ 
^ ^ /w^ t % gjt 3 7, 3 8 £ = >x 39^ 

fBtrS^O, 4 1T»«U ro»««£E*»«[3 

6 t=>>y">v-3 9<D—mzmwii,izmi£bte^x^ 

ho Z^'Oh'sixy-ifr* 1 3ttp^»JBIjSftJ:9Kt^ 
4#3efflK»^«ft«#*»l»i-5to-c&9, :^7^ 
^^o«r«WttS:ia5l^-}- 0 (2)5 li^i-J: 9(c-r >^ 
^«t^ffi-t?0-fe>**-?-3(7>B«r*«H«»Sr f 2 <b 
f5i, f 2 0ffljR»^*5^T*i+»4^-0^»e>tl 
5^:fc*8*iS?l OttroHjKtt^*3t^-fe>*5d-7-3Sr 
«»S*5l^+»4y>f >^^*-T5 0 Ld*L4*b, -Y 
>>> jjs-fe V**^ 3 LTV^5ttffiT-«l"fe 
X^3^MTftMMtif l^T*{g:T1-5c f 1 4:^^ 
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H8 1 0 tt w wJB**lwi3 1 ft £W ft < i? > 
if*^3teJg»Lftir\> J:oTitB*i 0 ©UJ^iB^ir: 
^fg^l*£Cft^£:tf>, lO£LS2i«I£ttifi;< 

ft 9. it«*i 2©m*«tw< tts. 
ioo2i] mm<vftm 2) me tta&nojR 2 com 

i^r-* 1 ojgffilcRttfcBf] q£B 5 ^ICi^ KR« $ 
•9 5R>Rff 2 3&s-fc 3 0>jg»4Ri;:»-r 5 ^ £ 

4(i:ll7tz^:-rj: ? Ic-i' — h V y*Str—X 1 

[0022] r^sic^j-eii^^^^- h y 

i£ffi(^*t Liz 3 ©*B*sa*lwft 

[0023] mmomm 3) ms n&z&wcom 3 on 

£ c E)8 d&^T, 3 — h y -yi? 

1 <DTJjmmz®tfitm nn 5 tic «t 5 i-^St 
whmt^c >?®i%LW2 k<Dm<Dmffi&m%L* > 3 o 

* <p*ffia#M<fco-C-f >^ P« 5 rtlcfJM$£ixft 

[0024] mM<omm4) m9itt¥£w<om 4 <om 
m<Dmmiz& vz-o* a***D-fe mam-*- 5 > 

« 9 0&JMBjPK&M*tti-* w k #ft < << >t \z&* 

tiz&m^ k<DT%xn&mL*±tz>z. k&t£\*\ 40 

[0 0 2 5] !6»BtO*BE^i:itf4<F§BBB5-"3 
6 3 2 4 t^»lC/T§^5 J: 5^*POi^IJ; 9ft 

[0026] mm<omm 5) bio w^jr 5 o 

hco$r®[D-C&>£ 0 DlOtcioi^T, I4ij: 
Stfvi^i 4<D*vmmiZ'(>?%—h}) yi/toUk&M 50 



£9, «riE«tb«*w h y y^rtSMMi^K 

[0 0 2 7] (jtifctfDJBtt 6 ) Hi 1 1**38 

;y ^[iT*£>£ e 1 1 i-^v^ 1 ote-r >-^^— h y 
se^ 6 7 \zmm z ti. inre-fe v**^ 3 ©h** 

«H*»-CB«*:tT5it*», lllir©*Hi»i0^ 

is^-m* 3 l*^M« «t 0 9 OitffitcEEm*^- 

6^-&b, ^C0jEm^6(im@7$r|S:i1-^t(DT^ 

m^^COmH^ 7a, 7 b<D2 oldBUftT^fcjS3&S*ft 

So 

[0028] 4NHI 1 0 lijsm^^- 6 (Ofilfig *) 

««LR(EA*«^i:ffl*«l : ?-Mlw«»t2 2«rJKtti"S 
t k t^#K(EA**-T-4r»«.LfcaiJIHMi»2 3(Z)£13 

§11 0(^ttl^^^>'7 :f >'^2 4**U«ltLfc^* 

2 6*^LT«*6-t-Si:*'«c*y— K^^yxVi^2 7 
^^LT8tLtt^Tfc5c it«« 1 2 tt±15««« 
l 1 coi±S^*KeA^«^t-SEiBtL^iSlfli<iSl2 8 J: 
9 ft 0 , Jif£^^itfti§i 2 8 o*SKAA«^i:»f 

[0 0 2 9] 

LTIERL*:tf>-C\ h y y ^rt»«r^sK> 

tftro-r >^»JR#:4rR^fc**0^ h y y v?"C 

^TOD-T 5 ^ ^ ft < -Y mmzmtti-f % r t Sr pfl5g t 
KSESitt L ft v > J: 5 \zj$f£ Piee-Cfe •} ^ J: 

y^^-? k &mk<Dmzm,&m^ t^vt-rz r <t 

[U®^^^ftR0^] 

[mi] *&w<o$$i<nni&<DMm<D>(>?m*mto± 

[S2] B-fe^omfciaKSBSrRWi-S^os/^H 
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[si 3] m^>^-(oy 4 fr$n<r>7 ^ ^^^ts#ttn 3 

[04] &&fn<D$5i<oM1fc<DMWi<o4>9&&tfitn't 4 

[05] Wb* % sV<D7 4 fr*n<07 4 )V9ft*g$f&m 6 

[m 6] &$£w<Dm2<Dni&<Dmm<D'< y^at^t 7 a 

[0 7] l^-fe^^e^^^-t-^BH 9 

[El 8 ] *&W<om 3 <ojSffi<D»«g0M >*aftl£*o-fe l 0 

>"^*^-r-f b V yisCDWrmm 1 1 

[0 9] *36WOS4COSIljSO»l|gO-f >*S*l£*lMr 10 12 

[giio] *^B^^5(Dm^io>r >*mm**d i 4 

±>-*)-&7F't±>"9'*-~ y h<£>l£fr®0 2 1 

[011] *36M<^»lOSIliS^«05><>^a*«l*p 0, 

*zsv<nm%&&n<ofa<Dmmtem*uw-tz>rfu y$ 23 

0 2 4 

1 ^y^^-hii yistr—Ps 2 5 

2 -r^^tt 



, 7b S 
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